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Logistic improvement or Feedback R{%

Currently, Katherine is doing an excellent job in our course. Raymond has improved across many modes of
academic performance. | greatly enjoy my classes with Raymond. When he wants to be in class, he has an
excellent sense of humor and a keen eye for details. He has written some fantastic essays and has shown interest
in a wide variety of topics. | think he will be a great student if he just works with me a little harder.
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Academic Improvement ZARIES

His reading comprehension, writing ability, and conversational skills have improved dramatically over the course
of our many lessons together. Particularly, when finding topics that interest him, he is able to converse fluently
and express complex thoughts in English. Of particular note is anytime we talk about basketball. Many of our
lessons begin with a spirited, enjoyable discussion on some aspect of the game, recent developments in the
NBA, or Raymond'’s current performance on his basketball team. In these moments, | am confident Raymond
could be dropped in any school across the United States and have the confidence to succeed socially, a vital part
of becoming a complete English student.
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Academic Suggestions ZEAREEIN

However, when not discussing basketball our time together has been filled with difficulties in participation and
comprehension. Of particular note, was an instance where Raymond chose to take one of our lessons near a live
basketball game. While | wouldn’t want to rob Raymond of special moments of fun, trying to complete the
lesson while he was clearly distracted was not a well-thought-out compromise. While this example is isolated, it
is indicative of a larger pattern in which Raymond is often distracted. There are many times during class where |



will ask a question and Raymond will only realize it after several moments of silence. When Raymond's computer
camera was functioning, | got the feeling he might be distracted by something else on his monitor. This is only
natural and a habit of many students every once in awhile, but Raymond often seems lost in something else. This
lack of participation extends to his homework where he often fails to do the reading for class and fails to
complete writing assignments. | often encourage him to come to class with questions based on the assignments
he fails to complete so that we can spend time on what he is specifically struggling with together in class, but
this often results in Raymond using the excuse to not do his homework at all and come in with a vague reason
he couldn’'t complete his work. | understand the life of a student-athlete better than most. One of the reasons |
feel so connected to Raymond is that my experience of growing up was very similar. The demands,
responsibilities, and challenges of adolescent academics and athletics are very difficult to navigate. Nevertheless,
when Raymond is assigned work, it his duty to complete it to the best of his ability. | am happy to address
genuine moments of misunderstanding and struggle; that's what I'm here for! But | can only tolerate negligence
to a reasonable degree given Raymond’s demanding scholastic and extra-curricular responsibilities.
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Honestly, as his teacher, it is difficult to tell whether or not Raymond is simply confused and needs more time to
understand the material, or if he is purposefully not accomplishing assignments as a result of a lack of a desire
to do so. | believe the answer is somewhere in the middle. | think there are many lessons of genuine difficulty
where Raymond could use some more time and attention, but | think that Raymond needs to take the initiative
to do the exercises and ask the questions necessary to understand them. As his teacher, | can only do so much
to cater the class to his speed, level of understanding, preferred learning strategies, and daily temperament. |
cannot learn for him. | want Raymond to have the confidence to attack the material just as he would drive
through a crowded lane in a close basketball game. | think it is well within his ability. He also has every resource
in me as a teacher to thrive in English. | am willing to take as much time as necessary on any topic, any lesson, or
any concept until Raymond has what he needs to succeed. Ultimately however, it will come down to how
Raymond wants to proceed in class. This is a decision Raymond must make on his own.
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| often talk to Raymond about the famous basketball player Michael Jordan. While known for not making his
high school team and going on to become the best of all time, the only reason he was able to do this was
because he constantly focused on his weaknesses. When he mastered his right hand drive, it was time to work
on his left hand drive. When he mastered the fadeaway jump shot it was time to work on his forward floater. If
Raymond wants to succeed in class, he is going to have to focus on his weaknesses and work his improvement
into a daily/weekly routine. It doesn't require much! For example, he needs to print out the vocabulary from our
lessons and spend 10 minutes before bed going over new words and parts of speech atlas twice a week. He
needs to read my post class emails and review the essays we revise together to more deeply understand his



previous mistakes. Finally, he needs to do his very best on his assignments and only stop when he truly cannot
figure out the next step forward. That's where | come in so we can take that next step together.
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It would also be great to see Raymond's face again! | know technology is expensive to repair/replace but it has
been awhile since Raymond’'s camera has worked so if there is a way to restore visual communication this would
be a huge step in the right direction!
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